Lecture Topics

Speaker: Andrew Farlow, Senior Fellow at Oxford Martin School, University of Oxford

1. Planetary Health

The term ‘planetary health’ describes a transdisciplinary approach that aims (1) to advance
understanding of the links between human-driven changes to the planet and their
consequences for human health, and (2) to develop appropriate solutions to the challenges
identified. ‘Planetary health’ draws attention to the impact on human health of, for example:
climate change; biodiversity loss; deforestation and landscape alteration; ocean acidification;
pollution; the increase in greenhouse gases; the impact of food production and consumption
on water and land; the introduction of invasive species; natural resource extraction; soil and
water system degradation; consumerist lifestyles and unhealthy diets; poorly-designed
urbanization. This lecture gives an overview of the field of planetary health, and discusses
what all of us—policy makers, leaders of industry, or ordinary citizens—can do to improve the
health of the planet and thereby the health and wellbeing of humankind. The lecture will also
introduce a new network for young Chinese scholars of planetary health.
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2. China’s Belt & Road Initiative: planetary health disaster or planetary health opportunity?

China’s Belt & Road Initiative is one of the biggest, if not the biggest, infrastructure projects
in history. Even as it connects different peoples and their economic activities, it potentially
poses significant risks to the natural environment and to the health and wellbeing of all forms
of life, including humans, in its path. Road and rail tracks may cut across areas of sensitive
biodiversity. New transport hubs, cities, and factories may exacerbate deforestation and
coastal damage, create pollution, interfere with water tables, and impact on the humans
working and living nearby. The regularization of sea routes over the Artic risks disruption to
life forms living there and alteration of local and global climate patterns.

Protecting and sustaining the natural environment cannot be merely an afterthought tagged
on to major infrastructure projects. The Belt & Road Initiative is an opportunity to apply the
lessons of good environmental health practice and to develop new tools and gather case-
study evidence. In this talk we will explore how metrics of natural capital / natural value—
derived from recent advances in planetary health thinking—and accounting for environmental
health impact can be built into planning and decision making at all stages of the Belt and Road
Initiative so that, truly, humans can live more in harmony with each other and also with the
natural world.
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